Assistance with Pilot Studies - Grant-In-Kind

The VCH Research Institute Clinical Research Unit (CRU) is accepting Letters of Interest (LOI) for Pilot Studies that meet the following criteria:
· Investigator requires preliminary data to apply for grant funding or needs to determine the feasibility of a larger study.
· Recruitment and study procedures can be completed in 8 to 12 months.  
 The study may be a proof of concept study to determine if an intervention is biologically active, i.e. shows an effect on an intermediate biomarker. Or alternatively, a study to demonstrate the feasibility of one or more of recruitment, fidelity of the delivery of a complex intervention, adherence, feasibility of data collection, etc.  

The CRU will assist successful applicants with the development of the pilot study protocol, study budget, ethics submission, recruitment, study conduct, and data collection. The Centre for Clinical Epidemiology and Evaluation (C2E2) will assist the investigator with study design and analysis.
Please complete this LOI form and forward to Connie Feschuk, CRU Manager, at connie.feschuk@vch.ca  by February 15, 2012. The LOIs will be reviewed by a panel of VCH investigators and results will be sent to applicants by February 29, 2012.  A maximum of two projects will be chosen. 
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